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ConnectME Authority
June 18, 2010 – Meeting Notes
I.

Introductions

Authority Members:
Staff:
II.

Dick Thompson, Mitch Davis, Sharon Reishus
Phil Lindley, Lisa Leahy, Kelly Arata

Fourth Round Grant Awards – Final Decisions

Town of Baldwin
Phil Lindley stated that the ConnectME Authority tentatively awarded a grant to
the Town of Baldwin at the last Authority meeting, specifying that it was not to
exceed $75,000. The Applicant provided revised information and asked that the
award be increased by $8,046. RoJean Tulk from Fairpoint does not now
challenge the request. Mitch Davis made a motion to approve the grant request
of $83,046 for the Town of Baldwin. All members present voted in favor of this
motion.
Town of East Blue Hill
Phil Lindley recommended that the Authority accept Fairpoint’s certification and
subsequent grant denial of the award request for Time Warner Cable to provide
service to this area. Sharon Reishus made the motion. All members present
voted in favor of the motion.
Towns of Gouldsboro & Sullivan
Phil Lindley stated that Premium Choice Broadband (PCB) has provided
certification that they will provide service in the Town of Gouldsboro making the
grant application by Axiom Technologies unnecessary. In addition, PCB has also
provided certification that they will provide service in the Town of Sullivan making
that grant application by Axiom Technologies unnecessary. Mr. Varney from
PCB stated that they are up and running in the Towns of Gouldsboro and
Sullivan. Mitch Davis made a motion to accept PCB’s certification and to deny
the grant award to Axiom Technologies. All members present voted in favor of
the motion.
III.

Broadband Mapping and Inventory Project Status

Jim Page from James W. Sewall Company provided an update of the mapping
project. Data delivery to NTIA was made on May 28, 2010 with the next deadline
being September 1, 2010. The issues that were summarized include project
status, such as current wired and fixed wireless coverage, mobile wireless and
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satellite coverage, community anchor institutions, data verification, and state
broadband website.
Randy Claar stated that NTIA had initially only funded years 1 and 2 but is now
looking at funding years 3, 4, and 5. Grantees can file for three additional
projects in five areas. Phil Lindley stated that NTIA wanted to be prudent and
only funded years 1 and 2. Lisa Leahy is working on all ARRA grant reporting.
Mitch Davis asked about the mapping project speed test. Randy Claar stated
that it is done on line. The software runs tests to the data server. All data is
captured in a database. They can then analyze the speeds. Dick Thompson
stated that there is no place to put in the service provider. Randy Claar stated
that only the IP address shows but can still tell generally who provides the
service.
Mitch Davis asked if they used Flash on the website. Randy Claar stated that
PHP is used as the language and a map service to get the geo-coder
information.
IV.

FCC Proposed Rule “Connect America Fund”

Phil Lindley stated that the comment deadline for the FCC proposed rule on the
Connect America Fund is July 12, 2010, then 45 days later is the reply comment
deadline.
Ben Sanborn from the Telephone Association of Maine (TAM) stated that they
have discussed their concerns at the federal level and would like the Authority to
review and take a position on the proposed rule. Their concerns deal with
issues, such as elimination of Universal Service and self-selection as well as
financial harm to companies. There are parts of the proposed rule that could be
detrimental to rural America. TAM believes that this a congressional issue and
not a FCC issue.
Dick Davies, the Public Advocate, is working with Ben Sanborn and a public
advocate association at the FCC level. He believes that small states should
have a voice. The Office of the Public Advocate (OPA) is funding a consultant to
analyze cost models. OPA agrees with a lot of TAM’s issues but is still
evaluating. However, the OPA believes that there are a lot of flaws in that
system, that the FCC proposed changes could be detrimental and that there
should be parity in urban areas.
Mitch Davis asked what TAM’s position would be if the FCC came out with a rule
that they would agree with. Ben Sanborn stated that TAM does not believe that
the FCC will do that and is currently working with their national organization and
with the Congressional Delegation on this issue. Sharon Reishus noted that
telephone regulation at the FCC is complicated and that there are many issues.
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The Authority does not have sufficient information to make comments by the
deadline of July 12, 2010. Ben Sanborn asked if the Authority’s position is that
they have not yet formed a position. All Authority members agreed on this point.
V.

Executive Director’s Report

Dick Thompson stated that this was his last Authority meeting as the Chief
Information Officer but is hoping to fill a vacant seat on the Authority at a future
date.
Phil Lindley stated that he is in Washington D.C. next week for a Pew Trusts
conference to discuss the mapping projects and also at the NTIA to review what
the Authority is doing. Maine, Washington, and Georgia are spotlighted at the
Pew Trusts conference.
Finally, the Authority has received 22 requests in response to the Planning RFP
that has a deadline of June 23, 2010.
VI.

Public Comment

A North Bath Resident asked about towns and cities that have unserved pockets
and if this is common. Phil Lindley stated that it was common. It is the unserved
areas that the Authority is most concerned with. Mr. Lindley encouraged him to
sign up on the interested parties list and encouraged him to work with eligible
providers as the next grant round will open in August.
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